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Subject: Support for the Continuation of the Just Transition Fund after 2027

Dear Presidents and Vice-Presidents,

given the importance of your role in fostering the continued development of the European
Union and its regions, we look forward to close co-operation in designing effective tools and
solutions to address the challenges mining and carbon-intensive territories such as ours face,

For more than two decades, cohesion policy has played a vital role in supporting the
development of our regions and improving the quality of life of our residents. Building a
green, digital, and resilient economy remains at the heart of our regional development
strategy. In this context, the Just Transition Fund (JTF), as a complementary tool to cohesion
policy, represents a cornerstone for achieving economic, social, and territorial cohesion,
competitiveness, and innovation in our region.

On behalf of the Moravian-Silesian, Ustf, and Karlovy Vary Regions — as the most heavily
industrialized and coal-dependent regions in the Czech Republic — we would like to express
our sincere appreciation for the establishment of the Just Transition Mechanism, which
plays a fundamental role in supporting regions facing the challenges of the transition to
climate neutrality. In particular, we emphasize the importance of the Just Transition Fund
(JTF), which we are implementing for the first time in the current 2021-2027 programming
period, and which has proven to be a key instrument in addressing the social, economic, and
environmental impacts of phasing out coal and transforming local economies.



Due to the beginning of work on the assumptions of the new EU financial perspective after
2027, we are appealing to you for the maintenance and continuation of the Just Transition
Fund in the next Multiannual Financial Framework 2027+ Our regions see the JTF as an
essential and effective instrument whose continuity beyond 2027 is critical for years to come
as we move forward with the decarbonisation of our economy. We therefore respectfully
appeal for the preservation and further development of this Fund.

The significance and necessity of maintaining the Just Transition Fund (JTF) are clearly
demonstrated by the implementation results to date in the three Czech coal regions—
Moravian-Silesian, Usti nad Labem, and Karlovy Vary. As of June 2025, projects worth over
EUR 1.36 billion have already been submitted for funding, representing more than 82,5 %
of the total allocation of JTF. Moreover, legal commitments have been signed for projects
amounting to over EUR 1.16 billion, approximately 70 % of the total allocation. These
figures clearly demonstrate both the substantial scale of investment needs and the high
readiness and capacity of the regions to deliver meaningful transition projects.

Enclosed with this letter, you will find the Polish ‘Statement of the Coal Regions on the
continuation of support from the Just Transition Fund after 2027 for regions
transitioning from coal, so that no region is left behind!’, which was submitted to EU
institutions in February 2025. We fully endorse the content of that declaration, including its
strong appeal for the continuation of the Just Transition Fund (JTF) beyond 2027. We stress
the need to:

e maintain the JTF as a standalone instrument complementary to Cohesion Policy,

e preserve regional-level management with active engagement of local stakeholders,

e ensure adequate financial allocations reflecting the scale of socio-economic
challenges,

e provide greater flexibility in fund implementation, allowing for a mix of investment
and social measures,

e secure long-term sustainability of the JTF



We trust that the European Commission will continue to be a partner in ensuring a just
transition for regions burdened by a fossil-based past. We are fully prepared to engage in

constructive dialogue and close co-operation in shaping the future of this vital instrument.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We look forward to continued
collaboration.

Kindly,

Jana Mrackova- Date and place of signature:
Vildumetzova :
Governor of the Karlovy Vary

Region \narlovarsky

kraj

Josef Bélica Date and place of signature:
Governor of the Moravian-

Silesian Region
‘ Moravskoslezsky
kraj

Richard Brabec
Governor of the Ust{ region

Date and place of signature:

sstecky Kraj

Enclosure: Joint Statement of the Polish Coal Regions on the Continuation of the Just
Transition Fund after 2027

Recipients (cc): Minister for the Environment and Minister for Regional Development in
Czech Republic



Teresa Ribera

Vykonna mistopredsedkyné Evropské
komise pro Cistou, spravedlivou a
konkurenceschopnou transformaci,

Raffaele Fitto
Vykonny mistopredseda Evropské
komise pro soudrznost a reformy

Roberta Metsola
Predsedkyné Evropského parlamentu

Vasco Alves Cordeiro
Predseda Evropského vyboru regionti

Piredmét: Podpora pokracovdni Fondu pro spravedlivou transformaci po roce 2027
Vazeni predsedové, vazené mistoptredsedkyné, vaZeni mistopredsedové,

s ohledem na vyznam Vasi role pii podpore dalSitho rozvoje Evropské unie a jejich regionti se
tésime na uzkou spolupraci pii navrhovani ucinnych nastrojii a reseni vyzev, kterym celi azemi
zavisla na tézbé uhli, jako jsou ta nase.

Politika soudrznosti sehrdla po vice nez dvé desetileti zdsadni roli pti podpore rozvoje nasich
regionl a zlepSovani kvality Zivota jejich obyvatel. Budovani zeleného, digitalniho a odolného
hospodarstvi zlistava jadrem nasi regionalni rozvojové strategie. V tomto kontextu predstavuje
Fond pro spravedlivou transformaci (FST) jako dopliikovy nastroj politiky soudrznosti zakladni
pili pro dosaZeni hospodatské, socialni a izemni soudrznosti, konkurenceschopnosti a inovaci v
nasich regionech.

Jménem Moravskoslezského, Usteckého a Karlovarského kraje - jako nejpriimyslovéj$ich a na uhli
nejvice zavislych regionti Ceské republiky - bychom radi vyjadiili upfimné podékovani za ziizeni
Mechanismu pro spravedlivou transformaci, ktery hraje klicovou roli pii podpore regiont
Celicich vyzvam prechodu ke klimatické neutralité. Zvlasté zdtlraziiujeme vyznam Fondu pro
spravedlivou transformaci (FST), ktery v programovém obdobi 2021-2027 realizujeme poprvé
a ktery se jiz osvédcil jako Klicovy nastroj pii teSeni socialnich, ekonomickych a
environmentalnich dopadt utlumu téZzby uhli a transformace mistnich ekonomik.



Vzhledem k zahdjeni ptiprav nové finan¢ni perspektivy EU po roce 2027 se na Vas obracime s
vyzvou k zachovani a pokracovani Fondu pro spravedlivou transformaci v ramci viceletého
finan¢niho rdmce po roce 2027. NaSe regiony vnimaji FST jako nezbytny a efektivni nastroj, jehoZz
kontinuita i po roce 2027 je pro dalsi 1éta zcela zasadni v kontextu pokracujici dekarbonizace
nasich ekonomik. Proto si dovolujeme s respektem apelovat na zachovani a dalsi rozvoj tohoto
fondu.

Vyznam a nezbytnost zachovani Fondu pro spravedlivou transformaci (FST) jasné dokladaji
dosavadni vysledky implementace ve tifech ceskych uhelnych regionech - Moravskoslezském,
Usteckém a Karlovarském. K ¢ervnu 2025 byly k podpote predloZeny projekty v hodnoté
presahujici 1,36 miliardy EUR, coz predstavuje vice nez 82,5 % celkové alokace FST. Kromé toho
na projekty v hodnoté pres 1,16 miliardy EUR, tj. ptiblizné 70 % celkové alokace, byly jiZ
podepsany pravni zavazky. Tato cCisla jasné ukazuji jednak znacny rozsah investi¢nich potieb,
jednak vysokou pripravenost a kapacitu regiont realizovat smysluplné transformacni projekty.

K tomuto dopisu prikladame prohlaseni polskych uhelnych regioni , Prohldseni k pokracovdni
podpory z Fondu pro spravedlivou transformaci po roce 2027 pro regiony odklanéjici se od
tézby uhli, aby Zadny region neziistal pozadu!’, které bylo piedloZeno institucim EU v Gnoru
2025. PIné se ztotoznujeme s obsahem tohoto prohlaseni, vcetné jeho dlrazné vyzvy k
pokracovani Fondu pro spravedlivou transformaci i po roce 2027. Zdtraziiujeme potiebu:

. zachovat FST jako samostatny nastroj dopliiujici politiku soudrZnosti,

. zachovat rizeni na regiondlni trovni s aktivnim zapojenim mistnich zainteresovanych
stran,

. zajistit odpovidajici finan¢ni alokace, které budou odrazet rozsah socialné-ekonomickych
vyzev,

. umoznit vétsi flexibilitu pri implementaci fondu, vcetné kombinace investi¢nich a

socialnich opatreni,
. zajistit dlouhodobou udrZitelnost FST



Vérime, Ze Evropska komise bude i nadale partnerem pii zajisténi spravedlivé transformace pro

regiony zatiZené fosilni minulosti. Jsme plné ptipraveni zapojit se do konstruktivniho dialogu a
uzké spoluprace pri utvareni budoucnosti tohoto klicového nastroje.

Dékujeme za pozornost, kterou této duleZzité zalezitosti vénujete. TéSime se na dalsi spolupraci.

S pozdravem,

Jana Mrackova-
Vildumetzova
Hejtmanka Karlovarského
kraje

Josef Bélica
Hejtman Moravsko-
slezského kraje

Richard Brabec
Hejtman Usteckého kraje

\'Karllovarsky

kraj

a Moravskoslezsky
kraj

usstecky kraj

Datum a podpis

podpis v.r.

podpis v.r.

podpis v.r.

Priloha: Spolec¢né prohlaseni polskych uhelnych regionti k pokracovani Fondu pro

spravedlivou transformaci po roce 2027

Prijemci (cc): Ministr Zivotniho prostiedi a ministr pro regionalni rozvoj v Ceské republice



